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and   that   everything  else   seemed   of  quite   subordinate
importance.
Pitt's sentiments on Irish politics were predominant
amongst English statesmen, but they were fundamentally
repugnant to Fox's temperament. All Fox's sympathies
were with Grattan. Fox had abandoned with regret the
policy of reserving for England a controlling voice over
Ireland's foreign affairs, but he had never wished to check
or thwart the free play of Irish opinion, in the Irish
Parliament, on Irish affairs. He believed with Burke that
once Ireland had a Parliament responsible to Irish opinion,
all the lesser motives of faction and sectarian bigotry would
disappear in a generous patriotism, and that if Ireland were
her own mistress, she would be a loyal friend to Great
Britain. The few months he was in office he relied on
Grattan and the independent members, instead of building
up a corrupt interest to protect English influence in the
Irish Parliament. It is particularly interesting to notice
the welcome Fox gave in 1782 to the idea of a Cabinet
Council in Ireland, and to contrast with it Portland's horror
of the same idea in I795.1
The situation created by the events of 1782 made it
almost impossible for an English statesman out of office to
help Ireland. Formally, Irish affairs were outside the range
of English public opinion, and to appeal to English public
opinion against the Irish administration was to infringe the
new compact with Ireland. Accordingly, for several years
the contest was limited to Ireland, and it was under the
form of a purely Irish conflict that the English Government
arrayed its forces against Grattan. But the extraordinary
scale of the bribery which followed the Regency dispute,
and the Government's determined resistance to reform,
decided Grattan and his friends to adopt more vigorous
measures. The Whig Club was formed in Dublin to act
as a centre of opposition, and a few years later Grattan,
1 Correspondence, vol. i. p. 392. For Portland, see Lecky, Ireland, vol. iii.
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